
What is the CEFR? 
 

The Common European Framework of Reference (usually 

abbreviated to the CEFR or CEF) describes what language 

learners can do at different stages of their learning. 

The CEFR describes six broad levels of ability, with A1 

being the lowest and C2 the highest. Learners are classified 

in three distinct groups: the Basic User (levels A1 and A2), 

the Independent User (B1 and B2) and the Proficient User 

(C1 and C2). As these titles suggest, learners develop not 

just in terms of the actual language they have available, but 

also in terms of their strategies for communicating. For 

example, in moving from basic to independent, learners 

will gain compensation strategies, enabling them to make 

the most of the language they already know; proficient 

learners will be operating at a higher level, where they can 

be both fluent and spontaneous, and able to draw on exactly 

the language they need for a specific situation. 

What’s your CEFR Level? 
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